434                         POONA.

the neighbourhood of Mohadco. At the same
time, all his Highness1 forts were ordered to be
put in a state of complete repair, and extensive
levies of horse and foot were going on even at
Poona and the vicinity; besides which, agents
were sent with money into Malwa and other
quarters, to invite men to the Dukhun, in order to
enter his service.

Up to the 24th of February, Mr. Elphinstono
had considered the insurrection as levelled equally
against the P&kwa's government and the interests
of the British nation, and his communications with
the Durbar were made in that belief.    On thai
day, however, the reply of the P&hwa's officer
sent to quell it was put into his hands, which,
combined with the other circumstances alluded to*
satisfied him of the necessity of taking up the
matter in its proper light, that is to say, as an
underhand attempt of the prince himself to shake
the British power.   The early part of March was
spent in remonstrances on one side, and on the
other, in denials of the existence of any insurrec-
tion or assemblage of troops, and in protestations
of readiness to do anything that might be suggest-
ed, and to send troops to any place that might be
named to put it down.   Mr. Elphinstone declared
he wanted no troops, that he should employ the
British troops in dispersing the insurgents, and
that the presence of those of his Highness would